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4 NEWSPApERMEN

raconteur, mimic and gossip -'the iife and soul of the party without
the aid of gin in a street where there r,r,ere no parties';u against stifT

competition, I-lugh (as Hubert renamed himself in adolescence) was

to be the life and soul of another street - Fleet Street - which lacked

neither gin nor parties,

CecrJ King's haggage was as hcavy as the tl'unks and tin boxr-s that
accompanied pater:n:rl and maternal ancestors across rhe seas" Fir-st,

there lvas the matter of his natronality and allegiances. He tended to

describe himself as Irish, l,et the preceding two generations of Irish
Kings had made their careers rn Indra as servants of the British Empire.

Aithough Grandfather: Henry King, born rn I)rogheda, Countv Louth,
in r83o, was an enthusiastic proponent of Irish Home Rule,' he pros-

pered in rhe Indian Medical Service. He and his iv'ife, Sophie Eccleston

(of Irish parentageJ but a NcwYorker by brrth and upbringing), rctired
to Dublin in 1884, by w4rich tirne their elder sc,n, l.ucas White, had

already completed eight yex15 in the Indian Civil Serr.ice. Theil second

son, also Henrv, would end his career as a Lieutenant-Colonei in the

3;rd Punjabis, and their elder daughter, Magdalene, livcd in India tocr

as wif-e to a civil servant.

Cecil's maternal grandmother, Geraldine Maffett, was of a solid

Ulster-Scots background, but Alfred Harmsworth, whorn she n-rarried

in her home city of Dublin, was English, and the,v moved to London
after a few years and raised their family there. Cecil himself was born
in London and soon taken to India, spent most of his first tlyo vears

there and thcn returned to London, acconlpanied by tlvo ayahs, his

mother (Iris1-r-born and London-r:earcd) and three of his six siblinqs;

taken to hve in D,.rbhn in r9o5, he was educated mainlv in England,

where he made his career.

Both Cu.ilipp and King inherited brains in abundance, but King's
came rvith intellectual baggage and heavv expectations: the Cudlipps
cared as littlc about their ancestr)r as the Kings cared much. Cecii's

paternal great-grear-gr:andfather was a bookseller and publisher; his

great-grandfather, Luke White, a classics graduate of 'frinitv

College, Dublin, became a headmaster; and Grandfather Henry had

been a prize-winning classics scholar before studving medicine. With
a trace of the peryerseness that was to distinguish his grandson,
Henry served the Empire but refused to stand trp for 'God Save

the Queen'.8 His son Lucas White, Cecil's father, was the intellec-
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wisdom. She was a rock to which all her family clung, especially her
sons. They loved and reverenced her to the end far more than their
wiyes]"

Geraldine Maffett was rwenry-six when in 186z she met the
twenty-five-vear old Londoner, Alfred Harmsworth, son of a green-
grocer-turned-merchant and now a master at Dublin's Royal
Hibetnian Military School. He was handsorne, charming, clever and
amusing: his wife used to remark that he was the brains and she

the ballast.

Ballast was certainly required, for Geraldine was fecund and Alfred
Harmsworth was poor. It was her idea that he better himself b1,

becoming a barrister: rn fi54, the year of their marriage, although he

remained in Dublin, he was admirted as a srudent of the Middle
Temple in London.'' Three years later, having reason to believe the
Fenians were targeting Harmsworth, they bundled their babies (also
named Alfred and Geraldine) into blankets and left their home out-
sic-le Dublin, staying successivelv with Ulster-Scots relatives in Dublin,
Armaqh and Belfast before settling in London:'Geraldine Harmsworrh
lcfr her n.rtive land with anytl-iing but a heavy heart,' said one family
biographr-. 'Loval in sentiment to her Ulster connecrions, she had no
great love fbr Ireland, holding the ovcr-simplified view that the North
was constructive and the South destructivel

After two years and two more children, Alfred Harmsworth was

called to the bar. Although he had grear abiliry, he w,as too ami-
able, easygoing, convil,ial and fond of drink to be a success in a

profession that required drive and application. Fle was given rhe
odd brief and did a bit of devilling, but he preferred artistic and
literary company to work; he publisheC the occasional mediocre
poem or story and in 1868 founde d the Sylvan Debating Club, rvl'rere

he was the outstanding speaker. His family (of their fburteen cl'ril-
dren, eight sons and three daughrers survived) lived in povertl', their
homes increasingly down-market and their creditors ever angrier.
Though they kept up appearances and rnanaged ro kcep a maid, as

a provider Harmsworth was a failure. Yet he w.as so lovable, and
his sense of humour so pervasive, thar his wife still adored him
and his familv forgave him; his tough daughter, Cecil's morher
Geraldine, seems to haye loved him more uncritically than she ever
loved anyone else. It was a deyastating blow to his family whcn, in
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only five times when he had to leave for Europe, but they conducted
a passionate correspondence and were engaged bv June. He came

brrefly back to London and was a hit with the Harmsworths, who
found him as nr'ce as he was socially desirable; in February r89r, bearing
a splendid trousseau for which Alfred had paid Lz5o,o Geraldine arrived
in Karachi and marued Lucas King the fbllowing dry. She sent a

telegram to het mother: 'Married Dot lher nickname]'.
The danger srgnals were already evident. King, who had been sep-

arated from his India-based parents at the age of eight and reared in
Ireland with relatives, was emotionally needy, sentimental and short
on humour. His wife - from a fanrily where argument and teasing

were the stuff of everyday life - was confident and self-possessed,

and even in the earlv davs found it difficult to give him the reassur-

ance he constantly craved. King used his abiLties ro the full, rvas a
brave, just and industrious colonial officer and had a huge range of
interests (archaeology, antiquities, anthropology, coins, flora, fauna,

folklore, geographl', lingurstics and big-garne hunting are jusr a

sample), which he pursued with dedication. Geraldine was bone-idle:
the piano she had brought from London wils unplaved; although
encouraged to write, she managed only a couple of articles; and
nothing came of her promise to be involved in his hobbies and not
just be a housekeeper ('I must be far more than thar - I must be

,vour chum as well"'). But she enjoved the social life as a memsahib
and took instantlv to the pleasures of having eyeryrhing done by ser-

vanrs. She haci considerable managerial ability; throughout her life,
in several different locations in India as in Ireland, England and
Scotland, her houses were efflciently run and she had no trouble
keeping seryants.

King continued to rise steadily through the ranks, respecred for his

political acumen, his coolness in the face of danger and his consci-
entiousness, while Geraldine adapted easily to her improving social

position. But the rise of her siblings was on a far more dizzying scale .

During Geraldinet first visit home after five years in India, Alfred
launched the Daily Mail. On the morning "f + May 1896, the day of
the first issue, as the family sat round in a circle looking at copies of
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IO NEWSPAPERMEN

but Geraldine stuck to her decision, though paying obeisance ro the

family in giving Cecil Harmsworth as a second name. So farr as to
be almost white-haired, he was nicknamed Snowball.

The three eldest children were sent to be looked after and edu-

cated in what Enid, who was sent there subsequenth', described as 'a

sort of home from home' in Wiltshrre;'e Enid and Cecil 'r,'ere taken

to Lahore. The following March they moved to Simla lor rhe hot
season, and here Geraldine reached the social heights of ^\ng1o-Indian
society in a whiil of 'dinner parties, balls, dances, h:nch and rennis

parties races and gymkhanas . polo, cricket and tennis tour-
naments [and] amateur dramatics'."'She was basking in the glor-v of
her husband, whose courage and ability had brouqht him promotion
and honour: he was made Companion of the Star of India at a cer-

emony to which he drove witl-r the Vicerov and the \laharajah of
Patiala'in a State carriage of solid silver through lines of elephants

covered lvrth red and gold embroideries and carrying horvdahs of srlyer

and gold'.''
Only Geraldine knew how, intensely vulnerable was the prrvare Lucas

King. 'Sweetest Heart,' said a typical letter from the fie1d. Tr,r'o of
lour dear letters today came together & none yesterdar-. \bu must

always write to me in the morning Sweet as I pine for nrr- darling's

letter-s.'" 'This is a long letter for your short one, darling,' he wrote
a ferv months later. 'I think she cares for him a little now and then

but no woffran can love like a man, sweetheart. \&'ith worids of ten-

derest love and a storm of kisses from your ever devoted Boyshai"
In Simla, Geraldine became an intimate of Mary, the rich and beauti-

fu1 young American wife of the new Mceroy, Lord Curzon. Enid
remembered 'dancing classes at Vce Regal Lodge, and rows of tiger
skins on a vast polished floor, and stools made out of elephants' feet

lined with red velvet.' Geraldine's great deprivation was that the arrival
of her twins caused her to miss the Coronation Durbar - designed

successfully by Curzon to be the greatest event of its kind ever seen

in India. Brother Alfred wrote in December rgoz from the Paris Ritz
to congratulate her:

My dearest Dot
The time fbr my annual screed is come & I recline com-

fortably before an excellent wood fire in my beloved Paris thrs
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'Mv earliest recollections are of Tbtteridgel wrote Cecil King:

- my yery first is of being held by Nurse Dunch, who gripped
m)/ nose while pourrng medicine down my necessarily open mouth.

I can remember getting my woollen gloves dirtv on the pram
wheel in which I was being pushed: Aunt Christabel's wedding
to Percv Burton: recciving a sovereign from Uncle Alfred

[Northcliffc] when he became a peer in r9o5: going horne from
a chrldrens partf glven b), LIr-,cle Harold [later Lord Rothermere]
and Aunt Lil rn such dense fog thar the footman had to walk
in front with one of the carriage lamps to light rhe way. Finally,
I can remember a visit to ElmwooC, Northclifllt place in Thanet,
r.r,here there was a boat from an Arctic expedition Northcliffe
had financed, and an alligator in the hothouse."

They w'ere in Totteridge for two years, during which time Lucas

King rvas home for nine months. IJe had always been popular with
the Harmsworths and Alfred was as munificcnt as ever, giving his

brother-in-law a cheque for f5oo to s1,end as he liked: King rented a

house and shooting in Abercleenshire, beginning an associarion with
Aboyne and its surroundings that lasted until I'ris death Fle returned
teluctantly to India as Commissioner of Rawalpindi: 'I hate the idea

of India more and more every dav so find me a nice home, swcctie,

and. home I u,ill come in October,' he wrote in April r9o4.'s 'I must
stick it till then, I suppose. Darling Pet life is absolutely worthless

without vour sweet prescncel
'In my vast experience,'wrote King's Lahore language teacher, 'I have

neyer come across any other Officer who has taken such interesr in
Oriental studies and has attained such proficiency as MrWhite King.
He can write and speak these languages with grear facility, and in my
opinion is well fitted to lecrure in any or all of them."l

Back inTotteridge in October, King applied for rhe chair of Arabic,
Persian and Hindustani at tinity College, Dublin;r' his appointment
was announced the following March and he retired from the Indian
Civil Service on a pension of fr,oooo per annum. While the parents

+ About f6o,ooo today.

set up house in Dublin, the c

house for the summer and wr

Miss Amy Matthews, BA'Tn
said Enid; and in maturin ar
ciplinarian and an excellent r
really learned.'r'She was ro sF
all the children except dre el
Aubyn, but now called Luke'. '
from r9o3.

Judging by the precocitr ot
half, Miss Mamhews wasred

srated the curiosiw thar was

Dear Mum
I shall be so glad ro con

be pretry. was rhe bg rhtp
Eent on. ] am waiting to ;,
our toy box. did a big ship
s'ith Enid everv mght dorr
and kisses From Snon-rn

He wrote again the da1- rhe

trom the centre of Dublin. dr
ro be one of his mosr merxr

\\-e are going to Ireland r,
Billiard Room, Tbdar- I hoX

That we wont be ill
I wrote That This letrr
\\'e are atl good
Snowr'-

Sheila helped me*

I remember arriring ln Irelar

Fqnng widl rain.i:,
Set in eleven acres. rhe ho

iarc Cxorgran and built of *or

_rranite portico- It was uncm
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